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150 Yea
Of Inclusion

Shaarey Tefila has come a long way
since 1845, literally and

figuratively.
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n 1E45, a group of Scotch nnd
English Jews decided 1o break
from the German-founded B nai
beshuran synagogiee and form its
owi house of worship, Meeting
for the st time over o slable on
ihe Lower East Side’s Franklin
Sireet, these Jews crealed Shaarcy
Tefila, meaning Gates of Prayes
Though 1t chonged “pates™ over
the years, Shaarey Tefila appar-
enlly never stopped praying.

Some 150 yvears and fous buildings later the
synagingie, o an T9th Street ond Second Av.
enwe, ind one of Mashaitan s aldest Befomm con-
gregatsons, will mark its sesquiceniennial with a
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“Year of the Torah™ celebration. A sculpture, mu-
sical compositions of the 150th Psalm, the writ-
ing of a new Torah, and srchival and oral history
projects will be “a rallying poiat™ for members to
rejuvenate their involvemen in synagogue Iife,
iy Eileen Kadanofl, chairwoman of the sesqui-
cemleinial commitiee,

This vear “represents & reaflinmation™ of com-
milment bo synagogue life, says D, Charles Me-
chemias, president of Shaarey Tefila. *We wani
1o el cveryone 1o panicipate.”

After 3 1/2 years of planning, the 150th an-
niversary celebration will officially kick ofl Sept.
B with the dedication of the synagogue s new
soulpture. Created by local artist Caryl Picker, tbe
*\-L'|||F|r||rr: ih:|1iL1-. a B-foal lroiee rij.'.lil:ll' '-I“-'"':'i“F.
with i Toenh and an sutstretched amg it now stands
in Shaarey Tefila's entrance, visible to the people
waniting for the bus on Second Avenoe. Picker says
the sculpture “had o greal thend 1o da with her in-
ner soul, | wanted something |.1|1|iﬂ|n|g. msense of
‘come inside,™ she says

The sculplure emulates how the synagogue
views ilsell — a Reform congregation with i tra-
dhitimnalist bent. Al first glance, the figure books
Itke an L81h-century chasid kicking up his hezls
But upon closer inspection, the left side of the fig-
iine s face appears distincily feminine, while the
right sidke Inoks masculine. Picker explains she
wanbed 1o create an androgynous charcier evok
ing chasidic dance movement, “the jovfulness
of a moment s celebration that woubd give the feel-
ing oof baodh obd amd pew.”

Picker, whose work kas been commissioned

Almosi Ready: Caryl Plcker,
left, applies the fintshing
towches to her sculpture,
mach to the satistaction of
Rabbl Harvey Tattedbawm,
right.

Fhaonk iy Paud Maepodn

by the Joffrey Ballet and Absolul Msdks
and was recently displayed in the windows
of Tiflany s, beal ouf several other arisls
fior the Shaarey Telila progect. “We loved
the exuberance™ of the sculplure, says Me-
chermias, explaiming that Picker had showmn
them a -foot mode] of what she intended
to do,

e were moved ™ sdds Kacdanodl, “It's
guile swesome.”

MNexl to the sculpture will appear a
phrase from lsaioh 56 " Make them joy-
fual in my house of prayer.” Picker, when
she chose this phiase, had no kdea that on
the front wall in the synagogue sancii-
nry appesrs the words Wy bowse showld
be a house of prayer for all people™ — the
et verse in |sadah 56,

While the scufpture may symiboline and
icelehribe the oongregation’s 150-year ex-
isience, the Torah project concems the
lemple’s fushure. At the end of Seplember,
Rabbi Moshe Kicin, a fourth-gencration
Torah scyibe, will begm a yearlong pocess
of writing o new Tosah for the congrega
tion. “Every generation should wrie theis
o Torals,”™ SAYS T KLE]] li.ll'-l.'!. Lianel
b, hpiﬁlltﬂl! bescler of Shaatey Telila "'!-.":, -
bolically, it's a great idea.”

Financially, too. Memibers cmn sponsos ports of
the Torah, ranging from $54 000 for 1 book b the
specinl k wl's price of 8180 ledter. Proceads will i
1is Ul “mg,rl:g_.'m-:m'ﬂ 'nul.igml.lﬁ cadownsent Fumd
This type of sponsorship gives “all members a
chance 1o paricipale,” sccording o Necheming

Members will have the chance 1o actually |||:||;|
create the new Torah by sowing ogether the an_h-
meml pages of holding the scrbe's quill while he
fills in the letters. Children will be designing a spe-
cinl chupah for the dedication ceremony in May,
when the congregation “gets marmied™ to the Torah

Al that ceremony, three musical compositions
of the 150th Psalm will be presented by Robent
Beaser, head of composition at the Juilliard School;
Larry Grossman, composer of many Broadway
musicals; and Simon Sarpon, masic director of
Temple Emameel in Dallas, Bruce Buben, cantor
||f1'|‘.'||1p|:-|; Rh.ll.'l.n;}' Telila, c:q'rllrl.in: he commuys-
sinned these three composers fo wiile music Tof
bath the chomus and the keyboard to cap off “owr
final celebratory event.”

Huit the celebmtion will actual Iy conlimes mei
the Future dise o the oral history amd archival pro-
Joots the temple lsunched this yvear Whils one com-
miltee tapes older congregation members willing
i recound pesl r:tpl:ril: nices, another commitlee
attermpls i0 reconsing the I'.I:'I'Ili'.\ll!;!l'.'l archives “l's
been very exciling,” says Kadanofl, explaining
that a fire in 1937 destroyed much af the congre-
gation’s archives.

The surviving records help tell Shaarey Tefi-



